
 
 
December 13, 2020 
 
Dear Tenafly Public Schools Community,  
 
This letter is to make you aware of one reported case of COVID-19 at Mackay School.  The affected individual 
was last onsite on December 7th. Contact tracing remains underway for this individual.  
 
This is the second case at Mackay School reported in a week’s time in which the affected individuals have no 
identifiable point of exposure.  Given that these two individuals are in different classrooms, a thorough 
investigation of the situation by the health officials is underway, but will require time.  For this reason, 
Mackay School will operate in full virtual fashion at least through Tuesday, December 15th. By that time, we 
expect to have a recommendation from the health officials regarding a safe return-to-school date for Mackay 
School.   

 
If the investigation findings do not result in the need for a longer closure, Mackay School will plan to 
reopen for onsite instruction on Wednesday December 16th, following the cohort schedule that is in 
place for this week.  
 
 All classroom communication and school-level communications on this matter were released prior to 
this district-wide letter. 
 
 

The District continues to coordinate closely with public health officials and continues to follow CDC, state, 
and local health department guidance in order to assure the health and safety of our community.  Thank you 
for respecting the privacy of our district’s students, staff and their families and for recognizing our adherence 
to all privacy rights of all affected individuals.  
 
We understand the level of concern regarding COVID-19, and continue to promote all safeguards against 
the transmission of this virus, particularly during off-school hours.  We appreciate your support and 
cooperation, as well as your vigilance in promoting preventative practices and measures, such as: 

• Staying home when you are sick;  
• Washing hands often with soap for at least 20 seconds;  
• Covering coughs and sneezes and properly disposing of tissues;  
• Limiting close contact with people who are sick and not sharing food, drinks and utensils;  
• Practicing social distancing (staying at least 6 feet apart);  
• Wearing a face covering while in school; and  
• Continuing to monitor your health for symptoms.  

 
Should you have any questions about this particular situation, please reach out to your building principal or 
school nurse.    
 
 Below are some resources that might also be helpful: 



a. NJDOH COVID-19 Information for Communities and the General Public: 
 https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/covid2019_community.shtml  
b. Get the Facts about Coronavirus: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  
c. Symptoms of COVID-19:  
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html  
d. Testing:  
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/index.html  
 https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/testing  
e. How to Protect Yourself:  
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html  
f. What to Do if You Are Sick:  
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html  
 
Sincerely,  

Shauna C. DeMarco 
Superintendent 
Tenafly Public Schools 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/index.html

